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In May of 2011, the constituents of 
the Huron County Community Library 
voted to pass a .975 mil operating levy.  
Without this generous local support 
the library would not have been able to 
recover from a serious budgetary crisis 
and we would not have been able to 
once again buy new materials, provide 
adult and children’s programming, 
or maintain the minimum staff levels 
required to meet the needs of the 
communities we serve.  

The time has come for this five year 
operating levy to expire.  Recently our 
library board of trustees has determined 
to once again go before our library 
community to ask for desperately needed 
support.  In addition to renewing the 
original .975 mil levy and preserving 
homestead exemptions on this portion, 
our board is seeking a .3 mil increase.

In Ohio, the grand majority of funding 
for most public libraries has traditionally 
come from the state’s Public Library 

Fund (PLF).  The PLF has allowed 
Ohio to maintain one of the best library 
systems in the nation.  However, 
over the past 15 years, two national 
financial crises have caused the state 
to cut library funding in order to either 
reallocate that revenue to other programs 
or reduce state taxes.  Since the year 
2000, the PLF, and as a result our 
share of state revenue, has decreased 
by 30.5%, with 24% of that decrease 
occurring since 2008 and 6% of the 
decrease occurring since the original levy 
was passed in 2011.  We anticipate this 
trend to continue into the foreseeable 
future despite annual assurances that it 
will not.  

Furthermore, total inflation since the year 
2000 has been 38.1%, 10.5% of that 
occurring since 2008 and 5.7% since 
2011. (Continued on page 4)
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Banned Books

An award-winning 
dystopian novel, 
frequently challenged 
for being “violent” and 
“unsuitable for its age 
group.”  This book 
was a Newbery Award 
winner, one of the most 
prestigious awards in 
children’s literature in the 
U.S.

Challenged for language, 
sexuality and being anti-
Christian, it’s the story... 
(Continued on page 2) 
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The Armstrong Air & Space Museum in 
Wapakoneta, Ohio presented a program about 
Ohio astronauts at each of our locations on July 
10th, as part of our summer reading program, 
Every Hero has a Story.  Great attendance at all 
locations proved that many children (and many 
parents!) are genuinely interested in science and 
space travel.  We learned that the 25 astronauts 
from Ohio have been a part of 78 space flights and 
three trips to the moon!  

Dressed in a space suit, museum representative 
Emily Green described the various gadgets on her 
suit and their purpose on a trip to space.  Children 
who attended had fun guessing what they were 
used for. There were some far out guesses, which 

kept us laughing.  Trying on the space helmet and 
other parts of the suit were a lot of fun after the 
program, too.  

Who knows? There may have been some future 
astronauts in the audience! 

Missed the program?  Check out the museum’s 
website: http://www.armstrongmuseum.org/ for 
more information on Ohio’s heroes, our own 
astronauts.  The museum is only a couple of hours 
drive from our area and is a great way to feed your 
child’s interest in science!  Also check out this 
NASA site: http://www.grc.nasa.gov/WWW/portal/
apps/map/ for more interesting facts about Ohio’s 
space pioneers.

Learning About 
Ohio’s Space Legacy 
By Gail Cummings, 
North Fairfield and Wakeman 
Branch Librarian

Banned Books Week will be celebrated 
at your local libraries from Sept 27-Oct 
3, 2015.    BBW stresses the importance 
of intellectual freedom.  This 
year, the focus of BBW is 
young adult books, which are 
challenged (when a formal, 
written complaint made to 
try to remove the book from 
library or school shelves) 
more than any other type 
of book.  According to the 

American Library Association, six of the 
top ten challenged books of 2014 were 
YA titles that address interests and issues 
which affect young people.  Serious 
topics like divorce, drug use, violence and 
sexual issues are often the focus of the 
story.  These books may help a teen deal 
with uncomfortable situations in their own 
lives, or encourage dialog with a parent or 
teacher.  Check out Banned Book displays 
at your local library, and celebrate your 
freedom to read!

Banned Books Week, September 27-October 3
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(Continued from page 1)
of an impoverished 
teenager growing up on 
an Indian reservation 
who tries to change 
his circumstances to 
have a better life.   This 
title was the recipient 
of the National Book 
Award, which celebrates 
the best of American 
literature. 

Questioned for 
insensitivity, anti-family 
themes and violence.  
This first novel in a 
trilogy about adventure 
and survival was a 
popular choice with 
young (and not so 
young) readers.
  

A graphic novel that 
explores friendship and 
crushes with humor, 
it was challenged for 
being sexually explicit.  



Socialize 
With Us
Be the first to know 
what’s happening 
at the Huron 
County Community 
Library!

 .com/huroncolib

 
    

Share 
With Others
The Huron County 
Community Library 
could use your 
help. Like us on 
Facebook and 
follow us on Twitter 
to see our posts 
in your news feed.  
Whenever you 
see something 
interesting going 
on, comment and 
click share to tell 
your friends! 

E-Newsletter 
Sign-up
You can now 
subscribe to 
receive our 
newsletter via 
email on our 
website. Visit 
huroncolib.org, 
click “Newsletter 
Mailing List,” and 
enter your email 
address. It’s that 
easy!
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By Jen Farrell, 
Circulation Manager and Adult Program 
Coordinator 

Do you ever feel like you need a vacation 
from planning your vacation? I know I do! 
Planning a vacation, whether it’s local or 
out of state (or even international!), can be 
exhausting work. The library can help make 
it easier!

By using travel books found on our shelves 
or from the Ohio Digital Library, you can 
plan activities for the whole family. The 
library has access to travel books that 
contain information on landmarks, obscure 
destinations, and more. These free books 
often have hours, contact information, and 
directions to places you might want to visit. 
A fun read with interesting places to visit is 
Weird Ohio.

Our Ohio Digital Library is available 24/7 
to keep your virtual bookshelf full. It has 
books, magazines, and audiobooks for both 
kids and adults. I often hike with my dog, 
and I utilize the libraries Ohio section for 
books on hiking trails, and even dog friendly 
accommodations. I also like to have books 
on things like birds or trails on hand, so I turn 
to the Ohio Digital Library. 

With eBooks I have resources that can be 
carried with me without fear of damaging 
an actual book. Plus new materials on just 
about any topic are merely a few taps away. 
eBooks can be downloaded free with your 
library card, and all you need is Wi-Fi. 

Another way the library can help with your 
vacation is entertainment for the family. You 
can rent free DVDs or Blu-rays to keep the 
kids busy in the car or during downtime. 
We also carry great books on travel games, 
crafts, and other activities. 

Need to print off plane tickets? You can use 
our free Internet to print itineraries or tickets, 
or even research your destination. Unsure 
how to do it? Our staff can help! 

Planning a family vacation or even a day trip 
can be made simpler by a stop at your local 
Huron County Community Library location. 
Our staff can help you find (or download) 
the right book to make your travel plans a 
cinch.  Don’t forget to check out our “New 
Book” section to pick a relaxing new read for 
your journey! 

Vacation Planning Resources at Your Fingertips



By Gail Cummings, 
North Fairfield and Wakeman Branch Librarian

You’re up alone, late at night, engrossed 
in a spooky novel.  Wait! What was that 
creepy sound from the darkened kitchen?  
Should you go look?  No!  Something may 
be out there waiting to get you!  If you’re a 
fan of horror stories, you love the feeling 
that raises the hair on the back of your neck 
and goosebumps on your arms.   You’re not 
alone!  We love a scary story; here are a few 
that will keep you checking under the bed… 

Miss Peregrine’s School for 
Peculiar Children by Ransom 
Riggs – A mysterious island, 
an abandoned orphanage, 
a strange collection of pictures – after a 
horrible family tragedy, Jacob travels to an 
island off the coast of Wales.  He finds the 
old orphanage and learns that the children 
housed there may have been dangerous.  
But are they still alive?   If you like this one, 
there are sequels.

Finders Keepers by Stephen King – of 
course, this is on our list!  A new selection 
by the master of horror, this is the story of 
a reader who’s obsessed with his favorite 
writer.  

Undertow by Michael Buckley – A YA 
offering. Sixteen-year-old Lyric Walker’s life 
is forever changed when she witnesses the 
arrival of 30,000 Alpha, a five-nation race 
of ocean-dwelling warriors, on her beach 
in Coney Island. The world’s initial wonder 
and awe over the Alpha quickly turns ugly, 
paranoid and violent, as Lyric’s small town 
transforms into a military zone with humans 
on one side and Alpha on the other.  

The Scarlet Gospels by Clive Barker - A 
battle of good and evil as old as time:.

The long-beleaguered detective 
Harry D’Amour, investigator 
of all supernatural, magical, 
and malevolent crimes faces 
off against his formidable and 

intensely evil rival, Pinhead, the priest of 
hell.

Check out these horror movies too! 
Carrie (1976) R – a classic! A girl with 
telekinetic battles against school bullies. 

The Exorcist (1973) R - A thriller about an 
innocent girl, possessed by evil and the 
priest who tried to save her.  

The Conjuring (2013) R – Based on a true 
story, ghost hunters Ed and Lorraine Warren 
help a family terrorized by an evil spirit.

It’s the Season for Scary Books and Movies
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“ We love a scary story; 
here are a few that 

will keep you checking 

under the bed…” 

Library 
Funding
 (Continued from page 1)

Additionally, as the 
minimum wage is now 
tied to cost of living 
increases, labor costs 
will inevitably continue to 
rise along with all other 
operating expenses.  

Essentially, even with 
the current levy, the 
library is operating on 
the same revenue it did 
in the year 2000, but 
with 2015 costs.  This 
is the rationale that 
went into the decision 
to seek an increase in 
our operating levy, an 
increase that will cost 
the owner of a $50,000 
home $5.25 per year.  
Come this November, 
we will once again be 
asking you to provide us 
with the tools necessary 
to give our communities 
of Greenwich, North 
Fairfield, Wakeman, 
Willard, and surrounding 
areas the library services 
we know you deserve.

Respectfully, 
Adam D. Searl 
Fiscal Officer



It’s the Season for Scary Books and Movies

By Charlotte Cunningham, 
Youth Services Manager and Children’s 
Program Coordinator

As summer vacation comes to an end 
and school supplies are being 
advertised everywhere you 
look, we’d like to remind parents 
that a visit to the library is an 
important stop to help children 
transition back into the school 
routine. 

For those who have children entering the 
school system for the first time this year, 
getting their library card is a great way to 
start them off with a positive attitude. In 
order to get a card, the child must be five 
years old, able to sign their name, and have 
a parent who is willing to take responsibility 
and sign their application.

Visit the library and find a back-to-school 
book to read aloud with your child. We have 
quite a few! Reading a story about a child 
who feels the same trepidation they do 
where the story ends happily may be just 
what your child needs to help with those 
first day jitters. By reading with your child, 
you also have the added bonus of building 
memories as well as their vocabulary!

For children who have already attended 
school, we’ll be offering things like back-to-
school “Bingo” for school supplies, drop-in 
crafts, books, movies and more! Check your 

location’s calendar for programs, 
dates and times.  Remember, 
your library card and the library 
website are essential back-to-
school resources! 

We wish you a wonderful new school year, 
and hope to see you at the library…soon!

Book It Back to 
School
Prepare Your Child for Success 
This School Year

“Visit the library 
and find a back-to-
school book to read 

aloud with your child.” 
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Get Involved

We Want to Know

Is there a topic 
you’d like to learn 
more about, an 
expert you’d 
like to meet or 
an activity your 
family would 
enjoy? 

We want to know 
what kinds of 
programs you’d 
like to see at the 
Huron County 
Community 
Library. Send us 
a message on 
Facebook, tweet 
us @huroncolib, 
or stop by one 
of our locations 
and tell your local 
librarian. 

It’s our goal 
to serve our 
community, meet 
your needs, 
and foster your 
interests. Take 
this opportunity 
to get your voice 
heard. We’re 
excited to hear 
your suggestions!



Summer Reading 
Wrap-Up 
By Charlotte Cunningham, 
Youth Services Manager and 
Children’s Program Coordinator

I hope you had time to visit one or more of 
our locations during our summer reading 
program this year! We had such fun with the 
themes: “Every Hero Has a Story,” “Unmask” 
and “Escape the Ordinary.”

Favorite programs included visits from K-9 
units, Artist Jeff Nicholas, Jerry Schneider 
the Butterfly Man, Touch-a-Truck, and the 
Armstrong Air and Space Museum. Surprise 
visits from “superheroes” were eagerly 
anticipated!

As part of our efforts to show that our 
communities are filled with everyday heroes, 
all our locations collected supplies for the 
Huron County Humane Society. Willard also 
collected food for the Willard Food Bank 
during their Touch-a-Truck event. 

Special activities included Superhero 
Academy where kids got to demonstrate 
their own “super” powers, a recycling project 
where kids created either a superhero or 
villain from recycled materials, drop-in crafts, 
juggling, a balloon twisting workshop, and 
many more!

A  huge thank you to everyone who 
participated in our summer reading 
programs this year. Community-wide, we 

had 635 preschoolers-teens and 266 adults 
participate!  We hope you had as much fun 
as we did! 

Juggling with Rick Branham

Touch-a-Truck Event

Firefighters to the Rescue                                                                
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Meet the Team

Jen White
N. Fairfield Library Clerk

After 25 years working 
as a Radiologic 
Technologist, I wanted 
to be closer to home 
for work and be more 
available to my family 
so I thought the library 
would be a good job for 
me. My favorite aspect 
of working at the library 
is interacting with our 
patrons and serving 
them in any way I can. 
In my spare time I love 
to spend time with my 
family and their activities 
as well as walking, 
traveling, and reading 
books.
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Greenwich

August 3 @ 5pm - Teen Movie: McFarland 
USA
August 5, 5-7pm - eReader Assistance
August 8 @ 11am - Family Movie: Home. 
Popcorn provided.
August 10 @ 5pm - Pinterest Monday: Tie-
Dye Coasters
August 12 @ 1pm - Water Wednesday: 
Come dressed for water fun at the library.
August 17-22 - Visit us at the Huron 
County Fair all week long!
August 26, 10am-2pm - First Day of 
School: Treats for Parents
August 31, 10am-2pm - Drop-In Craft: 
Cover your books in style. Supplies in 
programming room.

North Fairfield

August Kids’ Craft: Tissue Paper Flowers
August 1-20 - Check Out Three Items for 
a Chance to Win Our Backpack of School 
Supplies. Grades K-12. Winner will be 
drawn on August 21.
August 3-9 - YA & K-4 Back 2 School 
Crafternoon All Week: 5th grade and up will 
make a School Survival Kit. K-4 will make 
Fun Pencils.

August 3, 10am-12pm - Sit & Stitch
August 3 @ 12pm - Cookbook Club
August 10, 10am-12pm - Sit & Stitch
August 12 @ 3pm - Game Day: Come 
play board and video games at the library.
August 14 @ 2pm - Minion Madness 
Movie and Craft - Ages 5 & up.
August 17-22 - Visit us at the Huron 
County Fair all week long!
August 17, 10am-12pm - Sit & Stitch
August 21 - School Supplies Drawing
August 24, 10am-12pm - Sit & Stitch
August 26 - Back to School
August 26, 3:45-4:45pm - LEGO Mania. 
Snacks provided.
August 31, 10am-12pm - Sit & Stitch

Wakeman

August Kids’ Craft: Make a School Bus!
August 1-20 - Check Out Three Items for 
a Chance to Win Our Backpack of School 
Supplies. Grades K-12. Winner will be 
drawn on August 21.
August 3 @ 6pm - Cookbook Club
August 4, 3-6pm - YA Crafternoon: School 
Survival Kit
August 5, 3-6pm - K-4 Crafternoon: Fun 
Pencils
August 10 @ 6pm - 1,000 Books Before 
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August Event Calendar

Meet the Team

Terry Caudill
Youth Services Clerk

I always enjoyed bringing 
my children to the library 
when they were small 
and then carried on 
with my grandchildren. 
Since I always had a 
desire to teach children, 
I pursued a role in the 
library’s children’s dept. 
I do the Preschool Story 
Time and love creating 
decorations and activities 
with the kids. I also love 
crafting and coloring so 
the library was a perfect 
fit.  My favorite thing 
about the library is that 
it’s a safe and fun place 
for kids to use their 
imagination! There are 
so many programs and 
of course books to take 
you into a child’s world. 
I love to see kids just 
being kids! In my spare 
time I spend a lot of time 
with my grandchildren. 
I also do photography, 
portraits in particular, 
and just love capturing 
priceless memories for 
people. I also enjoy 
crocheting and crafting.



Kindergarten Party
August 11 @ 6pm - YA Cookbook Club
August 12, 3-6pm - LEGO Maniacs
August 13, 9am-3:30pm - Safe Sitters 
Class. Open to Ages 11+. Limit of 8 students 
so sign up today. $40
August 17-22 - Visit us at the Huron County 
Fair all week long!
August 21 - School Supplies Drawing
August 25 - Back to School
August 26 @ 7pm - Who Picked This 
Book? Reading Group

Willard

August 3, 5-6pm - Teen Time: Handprint 
Illusion
August 4 @ 5:30pm - Movie: Insurgent. 
Rated PG-13. Under 13 needs signed 
permission slip.

Code.org
Coding is one of the 
most in-demand skills 
in today’s job market. 
This website offers 
free tutorials to teach 
you HTML, JavaScript, 
Python and other coding 
languages. Prepare 
yourself to design 
websites, create apps 
and games, and work 
in computer science or 
Internet technology.

Greenwich
4 New Street
419-752-7331 ph
419-752-6801 fax

Library Buzz   Issue 08   Aug-Oct 2015

August 10 @ 10am - Book Discussion
August 10, 5-6pm - Teen Time: Paracord Bracelets
August 11, 1-5pm - Drop-In Craft: Back to School 
Notebook
August 13, 3-4pm - Back to School Bingo for 
School Supplies
August 17-22 - Visit us at the Huron County Fair 
all week long!
August 18 @ 12pm - Kids Movie Mania Day
August 18 @ 6pm - Awkward Book Club with Jo
August 19, 4:30-5:30pm - LEGO Mania
August 24, 5-6pm - Teen Time: Pudding Pictionary
August 24 @ 6pm - Pinterest Monday
August 26 @ 6pm - Cook Up a Storm Cookbook 
Club: Special Apron-Free Cooking Program. Meet 
at the Lutheran Fellowship Hall.
August 31, 5-6pm - Teen Time: Smash Books

Find the most up-to-date calendar and detailed 
program descriptions on our Facebook page 

and at huroncolib.org

Willard
6 West Emerald St.
419-933-8564 ph
419-933-4783 fax

Wakeman
33 Pleasant Street
440-839-2976 ph
440-839-2560 fax

N. Fairfield
5 East Main Street
419-744-2285 ph
419-744-2115 fax
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